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Urban	Myths	
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“I can not 
award a D.D. 

because of 
ministerial 
accreditation 

….”
	

You	can:	
(A)  Award	degrees	in	your	university;	
(B)  Raise	some	pre-requisites	and	revalidate	some	

credits	for	foreign	students;	
(C)  Decide	(in	some	limits)	how	much	of	your	home	

degree	is	mandatory	to	graduate.	

(D) Therefore,	you	can	award	a	degree	to	a	foreign	
student	who	is	geYng	her	home	one!	

	

Urban	Myths	
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“I can not 
award a D.D. 

because of 
professional 
accreditation 

bodies….”
	

Urban	Myths	
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“I can not 
award a D.D. 

because of 
professional 
accreditation 

bodies….”
	

You	can:	
(A)  Award	degrees	in	your	university;	
(B)  Raise	some	pre-requisites	and	revalidate	some	

credits	for	foreign	students;	
(C)  Decide	(in	some	limits)	how	much	of	your	home	

degree	is	mandatory	to	graduate.	

(D) Therefore,	you	can	award	a	degree	to	a	foreign	
student	who	is	geYng	her	home	one!	

(E)  … Whether or not Foreigners can work in your 
country with your degree is another, non-
academic issue.	

Urban	Myths	
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“Double 
Degrees == 
Funding”

	

Urban	Myths	
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“Double 
Degrees == 
Funding”

	

Money	can	not	buy	lore,	but:	
(A)  The	quality	process	of	DD	leads	to	more	

successful	funding	proposals.	
(B) MoPvated	students	see	DD	as	long-term	

investment.	

POLITICALLY	SPEAKING	-	WHY	
DOUBLE	DEGREES?	
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An	Efficient	Middle	Term	

•  Double	Degrees	are	a	
ridge,	an	in-between,		
between	“regular”	
mobility	and	high-
end	Joint	Degrees.	
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A	(Mutual)	Recogni&on	Issue	

•  How	much	does	my	HEI	recognize	the	other,	
and	how	will	mine	be	recognized?	

•  Do	we	have	equal	weight?	
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An	Important	Tool	to	“melt”	the	
Curriculum	

An	Important	Tool	to	“melt”	the	
Curriculum	
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From	the	point	of	view	of	the	
students:	a	Mo&va&ng	Tool	

•  High	added-value	
– Some	more	work,	but	two	degrees!	

•  Easier	access	to	the	other	country’s	job	
market	
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TECHNICALLY	SPEAKING	-	WHAT	DO	
YOU	DO?	
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So	what	can	I	do?	
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NaPonal	law	

Ministry	decrees	&	
guidelines	

University	
RegulaPon	

Department	
level	

Very	broad	framework	

State	degree	by	degree	
what	should	be	studied	

States	how	the	university	
organizes	the	teaching	

States	how	courses/teachers	implement	the	
Decrees	
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The	Brazilian	Law	and	the	LDB	

•  Law	nº	9.394/96	states	the	overall	goals	of	teaching	in	Brazil.	

The	Brazilian	Law	(LDB)	

•  Law	nº	9.394/96	states	the	overall	goals	of	teaching	in	Brazil.	
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What	is	a	Curriculum?	

•  Curriculum	is	not	only	a	“grid”	(grade	curricular).	

•  The	curriculum	is	the	integraPon	of	profiles,	
competences,	and	curricular	components	
–  In	agreement	with	naPonal	direcPves	(Diretrizes	Curriculares	
Nacionais)	and	a	pedagogical	project	(projeto	pedagógico)	

	
•  The	teaching	plans	(planos	de	ensino)	are	documents	

that	the	departments	can	edit,	according	to	the	demand	
of	the	field.	
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DifficulPes	in	recogniPon	

Case	1:	Engineering	
•  Caso	2:	Medicina	
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Case	2	-	Medicine	
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UFRGS	Regiment	

•  Resolução	2013/11	do	CEPE	(graduação)		
•  Resolução	2013/21	do	CEPE	(DD)	

30	
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PRACTICALLY	SPEAKING	-	HOW	DO	
YOU	GET	THERE?	
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First	Things	First	

You	do	not	start	a	DD	agreement	without	a	
solid,	prior	experience	with	“basic”	mobility.	

– You	have	to	be	sure	that	you	will	have	students	
interested,	and		

– professors	who	know	each	other	in	the	two	
insPtuPons.		

•  They	probably	should	have	taught	or	studied	in	both	
insPtuPons	to	be	aware	of	didacPc	and	academic	
common	points.	
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Analyze	&	Compare	the	Curricula	
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Analyze	&	Compare	the	Curricula	
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This	DOES	NOT	mean	compare	each	1-credit	
course	of	the	degree!!!!	

Define	the	right	“Mobility	
Window”	

You	do	not	really	have	much	choice…	
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Selec&on	Process	

•  You	have	to	be	SELECTIVE	
– Students	will	get	a	degree.		
– DD	is	not	about	quanPty	
– Students	who	can	not	engage	in	DD	sPll	can	apply	
for	regular	mobility. 

•  Mixed jury? 
–  Use virtual interviews  

•  Visit the partner HEI to select the students? 

36	
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Language	&	Enrollment	

•  Language	issues	are	also	more	relevant	than	in	
standard	mobility	
–  The	student	will	have	to	anend	“heavy	classes”...	and	
succeed!	

–  The	student	should	prepare	much	sooner,	regarding	
the	language	too.	

–  English	is	not	always	the	good	soluPon.	
•  Enrollment:		

– AlternaPvely	in	each	HEI,	
– All	semester	in	both	HEI?	
– Which	fees?	
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Internship	

When	internships	are	part	of	the	curriculum,	
they	are	keys	variables	of	the	DD.	

– Flexible	duraPon,	
– Provide	many	credits,	
– Remote	advising,	
– Can	be	implemented		
in	any	place.	
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Final	project	&	Gradua&on	
Cerimony	

39	

•  How	are	final	projects	structured?	
– One	or	Two	semesters?	
–  Jury?	
– Monography?	
– At	the	university?	

•  How	is	the	ceremony?	
–  Is	there	any?	

Who	Does	What?	Find	the	Right	
Actors	

40	

Int.	Office	 Department	

EducaPon	
specialists	

Univ.	
councils	

Dean	of	Studies	
Fac.	Of	EducaPon	

Heads	
Admin	staff	
Professors	
Researchers	

Council	of	
Studies	

R.I.s	

CASE	STUDIES	
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1-	UFRGS	–	Grenoble-INP	

•  Engineering	–	Brazil/France	
•  Mobility	Window:		

– 5th	-	8th		semster	->	7th-10th		sem.		

•  Level	B2	in	French	/	B2	in	English	
•  Degrees	are	correlated	

42	
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2-	UFRGS	–	Montpellier	2	

•  Engineering– Brazil/France	
•  Mobility	Window:		

– 6th+		semester	->	7th-10th		sem.		

•  Level	B1	in	French	/	B2	in	English	+	B1	in	
Portuguese	

•  Degrees	are	correlated	

43	

3-	UFRGS	–	TU	Berlin	

•  Computer	Science,	Brazil/Germany	
•  Mobility	Window:		

– 6th+		semester	->	3rd	year	in	Berlin		

•  German	proficiency	/	Brazilian	Proficiency	
•  Degrees	are	not	correlated	
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4-	UFRGS	–	UN	Litoral	

•  Environment	Engineering,	Brazil/ArgenPna	
•  Mobility	Window:		

– 7th	–	8th	semester	->	2	years	in	the	other	HEI	

•  No	proficiency	
•  Degrees	are	correlated	
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5-	UFRGS	–	UPEC	

•  Business	–	Brazil	/	France	
•  Mix	of	Bachelor	and	Master	on	the	French	
side	vs.	Bachelor	in	Brazil	

•  Mobility	Window:		
– 5th	+	semester	->	1	year	in	the	other	HEI	

•  Proficiency	in	both	languages	
•  Degrees	are	not	correlated	
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6-	UFRGS	– Centrale	Supélec	

•  Engineering–	France	
•  Mobility	Window:		

– 5th-8th		semester	->	5th-8th		sem.		

•  Level	B1	in	French	/	B2	in	English	+	B1	in	
Portugues	

•  Degrees	are	correlated	
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REVIEWING	THE	PROCESS	

48	
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ExecuPve	Summary	
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Partners	HEI	

• Are	the	students	ok?	
•  Is	there	bilateral	flow?	

Language?	

• English	is	mandatory?	
• Are	your	languages	mutually	compaPble?	

2	-	5	
Academics?	

• How	much	do	they	know	the	partner?	Did	they	study	there?		
•  IdenPfy	one	professor	at	your	university	and	one	at	the	partner	university	willing	to	lead	the	work.	
• Provide	them	with	the	cases,	show	them	this	course.	Have	them	work	on	the	curriculum	comparaison.	

Fund	missions	

• at	least	one	physical	meePng	abroad	
• At	least	at	your	home	university	

MeePngs	with	
key	deciders		

• Departments,	Councils…	

Typical	Pme	line	

Student	mobility	(3-5	
years)	

DD	
drauing		
(1	year)	

DD	
signatur
e	(2-6	
months

)	

Students	in		
DD	(5	years)	

Eval	 Renew
al?	

Y-0	 Y-5	 Y-6	 Y-10	

CONCLUSIONS	
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Conclusions	

•  The	DD	agreements	are	a	poliPcal	decision	
–  You	need	to	pick	up	the	right	partners	-	not	to	weak,	but	not	too	strong.	They	need	to	be	

convinced	to	send	you	students,	you	need	to	find	interested	students.	

•  Think	about	LaPn	America	
–  Talking	about	finding	the	right	partners…	We	already	have	ARCUSUL	and	a	series	os	

degrees	which	have	been	accredited	at	the	ministry	level,	inside	Mercosul.	Everything	is	
ready	there	to	sign	DD	agreements	if	you	want.	The	language	is	a	non-issue.	The	only	
problem	that	remains	is:	do	you	have	students	interested?	

•  I	wanted	to	offer	a	course…	but	is	more	about	moPvaPon!	
–  As	I	have	shown	the	technical	parts	are	not	complicated…	and	are	not	in	the	scope	of	the	

IO.	What	we	need	to	do	is	not	so	much	to	teach	technical	skills,	but	to	mo&vate	the	
departments.		

•  The	principal	difficulty	is	not	to	build	a	posiPve	technical	agenda,	but	to	
overcome	the	negaPve,	psychological	barriers	

–  People	sincerely	think	it	is	not	possible	and	invent	rules	which	do	not	exist.	See	the	
example	of	the	RNE	to	graduate	at	UFRGS.	
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Reference	URLs	

•  Brazilian	naPonal	direcPves:	
hnp://portal.mec.gov.br/component/content/
arPcle?id=12991	

•  LDB:	
hnp://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/leis/
L9394.htm	

•  Agreements	UFRGS:	
hnp://www.ufrgs.br/relinter/portugues/
menugeral/acordos-de-cooperacao		

•  Regiment	UFRGS:	hnp://www.ufrgs.br/cepe/
legislacao/resolucoes-normaPvas	
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Double	(Undergrad)	Degrees:	
What,	Why,	and	How	do	You	

Make	Them	Happen?	

Nicolas.Maillard@relinter.ufrgs.br	


